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Adding and Subtracting Decimals

Remember that when adding and subtracting decimals, we 
need to line up the decimal points so that we add or subtract 

the digits in the correct place values.  We also need to 
remember and follow our integer rules.

Addition - If the signs are the same, add and keep the sign.

If the signs are different, subtract and keep the 
sign of the larger number.

Subtraction - Keep the first, change to addition, and change 
the sign of the second number.  Then follow 
addition rules.

1.  5.2 + 4.61 2.  -0.457 + -.29 3.  -.456 + .687

4.  3.15 + -17.894 5.  -9.6 + 6.4 6.   7 + -7.4

7.  2.8 - -1.6 8.  -3.5 - 2.36 9.  -0.4 - -0.72
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10.  -0.65 - -3.2 11.  52.3 - 60.78 12.  -3.645 - -5.82 

A scuba diver is at an elevation of -1.5 meters compared to sea 
level.  She descends an additional 2.5 meters.  What is her final 

elevation?

In January, the weight of a lion at a zoo changed by 1.8 
pounds.  In February, its weight changed by -2.3 pounds.  What 

was the overall increase or decrease in the lion's weight?

Day Change in Price ($)
Monday -0.80
Tuesday -0.30

Wednesday 1.20

What was the total change in 
the price of the stock on 

Monday and Tuesday?

The price of the stock at the beginning of the day on Monday 
was $9.90.  What was the price at the end of the day on 

Monday?

At the beginning of the day on Thursday, the price of the 
stock was $10.00.  At the end of the day on Thursday, the 
price of the stock was $9.30.  What was the change in the 

price of the stock on Thursday?
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